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Commanders Column 

September 2009 
 

Itôs not over ótil itôs over, but, there is no denying the 

thinning out has begun. Labor Day is a marker for 

many boaters and every harbor is quieting down as 

we cruise toward November 10
th

. (Statistically 

November 10
th

 is the stormiest day of the year on the 

Great Lakes.) 

 

The Squadron took a significant step forward at the 

Executive Committee meeting held at Donald and 

Erica Sweeneyôs home on August 31
st
 when it voted 

unanimously to hire a professional web-site designer 

to re-constitute our web site. While the current site 

has served us well for many years under the expert 

direction of Karen Z. Franks, maintenance using html 

code has been a challenge for any and all associated 

with it. The new site will be up and running shortly. 

While we are waiting do not forget to check the 

current site (http://esps.uspsd20.org/ ) for up-to-date 

information on the Squadron. 

 

The number one item on my punch list these days is 

the District Conference for the spring of 2012. This 

will be hosted by our Squadron. Most of our 

membership will be involved in one way or another 

and now is a good time to consider how you will take 

part. Which rope you pull on is up to you, but 

everyone should plan on helping to bend the sails, 

hoist the yards or trim the sheets to get our ship 

moving smartly out of the harbor and on a sure course 

for a successful voyage. So to speak. In addition to an 

over-all squadron chairperson, committee leaders are 

needed for the following committees: 

 

Fall Log 

I had the occasion to take fishing James Caldwell 
and our Commander.  We launched out of Evanston 
and headed out for the deep waters.  Late summer 
fishing is a little spotty and the recent storms 
scattered the baitfish all over.  It certainly made it 
challenging to find fish.  I set up in 108 feet of water 
and headed deeper.  We got a small king but it was a 
long time before we had another bite.  James pulled 
in a  Lake Trout in about 112 ft of water.  
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EVANSTON-NORTH SHORE SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON 

OFFICERS, MEMBERS-AT-LARGE AND 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

2009 ɬ 2010  BRIDGE 

"ÖÔÔÈÕËÌÙȱȱȱȱȱȭȱȱȱȱȱȭȱCdr John P. Chalmers, AP 

$ßÌÊÜÛÐÝÌɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ+Ûɤ"ɯ!ÐÙÜÛÌɯ ×ÒÌ 

Education Officerȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭ+Ûɤ"ɯ&ÈÙàɯ1È×ÏÈÌÓȮɯAP 

      ÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÛɯ$ËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙȱȭȭȭ+Ûɤ"ɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ"ÓÈÎÎÌÛÛȮɯ / 

 ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÝÌɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙȭȭȭȱȱȱThis spot is open**Please Apply! 

Secretary    ȱȭȱȱȭȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭLt/C Mark J. Wilson, P 

Treasurer    ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȭȭȭȭȭȭ+Ûɤ"ɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ ȭɯ"ÓÌÈÝÌȮɯ2- 

 MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (5)** 

Lt Donald R. Allen, P                              P/C Leonard H. Franks, JN 

P/C Paul T. Mulroy, SN                P/C Rebecca Sheffel Mulroy, AP 

P/C Dennis Stein, P 

 COMMITTEES*** 

Auditing:   P/C  Capt. Paul T. Mulroy, SN; P/C Capt. Rebecca Sheffel 

Mulroy, AP, and Lt/C Thomas F. Claggett, AP 

Nominating:  P/C Gary Raphael, AP; P/C Donald Sweeney, P,  and P/C 

Dennis Stein, P 

Rules:  P/C Nelson D. Rodelius, AP;  P/C Norman Sussman, P; and Cdr. 

John P. Chalmers, AP  

Berger gave the 20
th

 Districtôs endorsement to SailAngle, 

and noted that we ñhave been assured that the site is secure 

and that no member's e-mail will be available to the general 

public.ò The USS&PS goal is to achieve 100% 

participation. If you experience trouble signing on by all 

means contact me (773.761.1372), or email 

USPS.Issue@sailangle.com. 
 

A General Meeting of the squadron was held at the Lake 

Bluff Golf Course on September 10
th

 with about two dozen 

members and spouses attending. The new venue was called 

refreshing but a challenge. Distance was a factor for some 

and the drive in evening traffic took a little more rime than 

anticipated by some of us. Once in the harbor we were still 

unsure of the slip. That challenge was successfully met by a 

hasty parking-lot meeting of a committee of the whole 

which wisely ignored early negative indicators from the 

Club House personnel (ñthe restaurant is closedò) and 

quickly found the café site under directions from Karen 

Franks. While nighthawks feasted above on insects, we 

were served a simple, but tasty meal from the café menu. 

After a business meeting Leonard Franks entertained us 

with the wise words of David Ricardo, Paul Johnson, T. S. 

Eliot, Edmund Burke, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Will & Ariel 

Durant, Frederick Douglass, C. S. Lewis, Adam Smith, Eric 

Hoffer, Edgar Lee Masters and many others. Norman 

Sussman then recounted the dramatic story of Calvin Weiss, 

the BB gun and long odds at the blackjack table. 

 

The center-fold display in the September issue of the 

EVANSIGN provides all the details of District 20ôs 2009 

Fall Conference on 23-24 October at the Comfort Inn in 

Orland Park. Please look this over and plan to join me for 

meetings, seminars and good fellowship with squadron and 

district friends. 

 

Two weeks ago I went fishing with Dennis Stein and James 

Caldwell near the R4 buoy off of the Evanston launching 

ramp. We caught three (a Coho salmon a Steelhead and a 

Lake Trout). Five hours later I feasted in Rogers Park and 

discovered that I had forgotten what ñfreshò is all about. 

 

If you look carefully at the cover illustration for the Sep/Oct 

Ensign (ww.theensign.org) you will see that every one has 

got one on. I hope to see you soon on the water and at a 

Squadron meeting. 

 

John 

 

   ------------------- CMDR John Chalmers, AP 

Commanders Column                      continued from page 1 

 
HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINANCE ï REGISTRATION COMMITTEE 

FRIDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIY COMMITTEE 

(OPTIONAL) 

SATURDAY LUNCHEON COMMITTEE 

SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER/DANCE 

COMMITTEE 

PROGRAM ï PRINTING ï PUBLIC 

RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

DECORATIONS ï SIGNS- FLAGS 

COMMITTEE 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

(host Squadronôs responsibility) 
 

Squadron participation in the USS&PSô new 

online communication tool, Sailangle, continues to 

be light. This past week (September 14
th

) D/C 

mailto:USPS.Issue@sailangle.com
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 C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

PLACE:     HOLIDAY INN (ELGIN) 

DATE: OCTOBER 2,  (FRIDAY) 

TIME :   8:00 PM 

 

EVANSTON NORTH  SHORE SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON  

OCTOBER MEETING 

PLACE :  SSYC      

DATE:     OCTOBER 5, (MONDAY) 

TIME:       7:30 PM 

 

District 20 Bridge Meeting  

PLACE    HOLIDAY INN, (ELGIN) 

DATE:OCTOBER 15, (THURSDAY) 

TIME  :  8:00 PM 

 

WINE TASTING 

PLACE:  LEONARD AND KAREN FRANKS HOUSE 

DATE: TBA 

TIME: TBA 

 

DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE 

PLACE:  COMFORT INN, ORLAND PARK, ILL. 

DATE:  OCTOBER 23-25 

 

CHICAGO BOAT SHOW 

PLACE:  MCCORMICK PLACE 

DATE: JANUARY 13-17 

 

STRICTLY SAIL 

PLACE:  NAVY PIER 

DATE: JANUARY 29-31 

 

 

 

 

 

 The other boaters on the radio were only getting an 
average of 1 fish for a day so we were already above 
average.  All of a sudden we had a nice hit on the fishing 
rod that had lead-core line.  For those of you who donõt 
fish, I will explain lead-core.  What this is is a sheath of 
nylon wound around a core of lead almost like the lead 
in a lead pencil.  There is about 100 yards of this lead-
core line and every 10 feet, it changes color.  It is really 
colorful lineñbut the reason is more than just giving the 
fisherman a rainbow type view.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can calculate the rate that the line drops in the 
water this way and if I let all my lead-core line out, I 
know that the lure is running about 50 to 60 ft. below 
the surface of the water.  This is an easy way to get a line 
down deep without a lot of equipment.  The downside is 
that you have a lot of line out and with another 100 ft. 
of leader between the lead-core and the lure,  the fish 
that is on the line is about 400 ft. or more behind the 
boat.  John Chalmers was the lucky guy who got to 
crank in the steelhead on the end of that line.  Aside 
from the pull of the rod, you could see a fish leaping 
somewhere back on the horizon and if you followed the 
direction of the rod you knew that that was Johns fish 
way over there in Indiana somewhere.  I know that it 
sounds a lot easier than it is to reel in a fish on leadcore.  
There are a lot of factors involved and it does take a 
little bit of skill to get that fish into the boat.  
Remember, there is 100 yds. of heavy line outthere and 
the fish is pulling mightily on it.  While itõs pulling, the  

 

John with Steelhead and Lake Trout  
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hook is wearing an ever enlarging hole in the fishes 
mouth.  You have to keep constant pressure on the line 
because as it gets closer to the boat, it you have any slack 
in the line at all, the fish can flip itõs head and the lure will 
just drop out.  While this was all going on, I saw another 
rod go off.  I put down the net and grabbed that rod and 
another steelhead came leaping out of the water.  Now we 
had two fish on the line.  Mine was a little smaller than 
Johnõs, so I was able to get him to the back of the boat 
relatively quick.  I wanted to get him out of the way so I 
could net Johns fish, so I got mine in close to the back of 
the boat and thought I could just lift him over the 
transomé   (bad move).  When I grabbed the line it 
snapped and there was the fish lying just below the surface 
behind the boat leisurly waving a fin goodbye to us.  It 
was a nice size fish and we all watched it lying just out of 
reach.  Meanwhile, John was still fighting his fish which 
was making regular runs and stripping line off the reel.  
We had to tighten the drag a little to make some headway 
on him.  For every 10 feet of line he reeled in, the fish 
seemed to take 8 out again.  John hasnõt fished since he 
was a boy, but he remembered the concepts  and his 
patience and strength eventually paid off and he was able 
to boat a nice Steelhead that was between 11 and 12 lbs.  
Once that fish was safely in the boat, our attention turned 
to the òone that got awayó.  He was still on the surface 
and had attracted the attention of three sea gulls that were 
alternately circling it in the sky or landing near it hoping to 
grab a piece of it.  We tried to get there to net it, but as we 
got close, he flipped his tail and soundedñkinda like 
Moby Dick but a little smaller. 

Anyway, that was our catch and aside from the fish, I 
think James and John got hooked and will be fishing in 
the future.   

      ---------------------P/C Dennis Stein, P 

 

EVANSTON POWER SQUADRON 

 SHUEMANSHIP AWARD 

 

When I joined the Squadron in 1970, a man named 

Frank Shue was Commander. My recollection of the 

night I was sworn in to the ranks is not too sharp but I 

believe, as was the procedure, that he as the Commander 

did the oath to my group of new members. I do 

remember it was at a dinner meeting. By the way it was 

only a menôs fraternity then and you had to be invited to 

join. The women and wives joined the Auxiliary. 

  

There were quit a few of us who had just finished the 

Boating class and after the meeting was finished, he 

went around the room and briefly welcomed each of us. 

He was a distinguished looking man, wearing his 

Squadron uniform and with a full head of white hair and 

I remembered that he had talked to us the first night of 

our Boating Course. I was told by instructors of the 

Boating Course that he was one of the Squadrons really 

good instructors of just about all the courses including 

JN and N. That made sense because when he talked to 

you he looked you in the eye. He got your attention, no 

question about that.  

 

 I attended several meetings, as I had become acquainted 

with several of the instructors as well as the proctors and 

they were a great group and I wanted to become part of 

the Boasting class as a proctor and learn more. I had no 

idea of how much I didnôt know about boating safety, 

even though I had been boating safely with my dad , (he 

was a good teacher too), since I was a little kid.   It was 

about my 3
rd

. meeting and everyone seemed different. I 

wondered what had happened as the group was usually 

cheerful and chatty. I noticed that Frank was not there 

yet and the Executive officer, Larry Rouske, made the 

announcement that Commander Frank Shue had passed 

away a few days previous to the meeting and informed 

us of the wake and funeral arrangements. It was a shock 

as he had been with the Squadron for several years and 

had distinguished himself in many ways in his work 

with the Evanston Power Squadron.  

 

Even though I had only known Frank a short time I felt I 

 

Continued page 5 
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FOR SALE    WELL FOUND 1989 SEA RAY 

SUNDANCER, WITH ALL UP TO DATE 

ELECTRONICS INCLUDING RADAR, GPS, 

PLOTTER, VHF WITH HAILER AND AUTO 

FOG HORN, ETC ETC ETC.  BOAT IS IN 

EXCELLENT CONDITION AND PRICED VERY 

REASONABLY.  FOR FURTHER UNFO: 

DICK ELESH, 847 256 4346.  
 

should attend his service which was a full dress 

Squadron service. This was quite impressive to a 39 

year old newbie. 

 

Some history I almost forgot to mention was that at 

this time the Evanston Power Squadron had 

members that lived out along the towns on the Fox 

River and our instructors would drive out there and 

teach courses once a week as well as teach courses 

here at Elks club or at ETHS once a week. Thatôs 

dedication folks. Ya, gas was cheaper too.  

 

To honor Commander Shue the Executive 

committee proposed that an award be created in his 

memory. It was to be a perpetual trophy awarded, 

annually, to a member of the squadron that would 

distinguish their self in the education dept. or any 

other part of the squadrons operation, education 

was foremost at that time. It was to represent the 

top award of the squadron and retains that 

recognition to this day. The squadron was well 

served by its members back then and we had a lot 

of committees going and a lot of activities that the 

members got active in. Selecting a winner was 

some times quite difficult. Thus, the Shuemanship 

Award and its meaning began.  

 

One day the folks along the Fox River realized that 

there were enough of them to start their own 

squadron. The offered their plans to the Evanston 

Power Squadronsô Executive committee for 

approval and it made sense to the Education dept. 

and the instructors that had to drive to Elgin for 

classes. So after due process they became the Fox 

Valley Squadron. 

One of their mainstay instructors was also Frank 

Shue. So, naturally, they wanted to honor Frank as 

well and they also created a Shuemanship Award 

with the same reverence that Evanston did. 

However not only do they present the perpetual 

trophy but they also have a smaller trophy that the 

winner gets to keep. 

 

Now you have a little bit of history about the award 

and the Evanston North Shore Sail and Power 

Squadron. By the way both Skokie Valley and Fox 

Valley are spinoffs from Evanston. 

 P/C D Rodelius, AP 
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CRUISING THE PANAMA CANAL (AND MORE)  
 with P/R/C Jerry Grofman, SN 

They say that ñgetting there is half the fun.ò For me, being there is all the fun! For years, my traveling days were clouded by long 

waits in airports, intrusive and aggravating security rules, and being crammed into ever-smaller seats for hours and hours. I have 

finally solved the problem   Cruising! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruising (for me) is the ultimate travel solution. I say ñfor me,ò because I am fortunate enough to be able to spend my winters in 

Southwest Florida. A 2-1/2 hour drive gets me to Ft. Lauderdale or Miami, cruise central for most of the major cruise lines.  

Some of the best features of a cruise are: You unpack only once during the length of the cruise. All of your meals can be enjoyed 

aboard ship. There is professional entertainment every night, and onboard activities take place all during the day and night. You 

can entertain yourself with dancing featured in the many lounges, or gambling in the casino. Of course, you canôt forget arriving at 

a new destination almost every day. 

One of my favorite destinations is the Panama Canal. While I have been there several times, I am still fascinated by the mechanics 

of traveling through the locks in a super-sized cruise ship! And, since Panama has now taken over the responsibilities, cruise 

passengers may now visit sites ashore. The primary site is Old Panama City, where one can enjoy the story that once was Panama, 

and look across the bay to the new city and its tall, modern, buildings. 

My wife Ilene and I put together a group to accompany us on a 10-day cruise in the Caribbean, the highlight of which was a 

passage through the Panama Canal. Most of our Shipmates group had never been to the canal, and since Ilene and I were old 

hands, we were able to help our friends make the most of what was available on and off the ship. Being able to share our 

experience with the group was always an important part of the fun for us. 

We were up early on the morning of the cruise. Our departure was to be from the Port Of Miami, so we had an almost three hour 

drive ahead of us. Most ships begin boarding at around noon, so our intention was to leave our condo around 9:00am. Our ship, 

Royal Caribbean Cruise Lineôs  Brilliance Of The Seas, was scheduled to leave the dock at 5:30pm, so we were not in any 

particular hurry. We arrived at the terminal around 1:00pm, checked in at the dock, and went directly to our stateroom. As soon as 

we had dropped off our hand-carry bags we made our way up to the Lido deck for lunch. Meals served on the Lido deck are 

buffet-style, and this ñlunchò was served to the arriving guests until 4:00pm.  

At 5:30pm all of the passengers were mustered onto the Lifeboat Deck for the mandatory Life Boat Drill. This is in accordance 

with the international rules of the SOLAS (Safety Of Life At Sea) committee. As we all stood on deck wearing our life jackets, we 

were able to witness our departure from the dock. When the Captain released us from the drill we headed straight for the bow of 

the ship so that we could watch all of Miami Beach slide by as we steered through the well-marked channel and out past the sea 

buoy. It was just at the beginning of dusk, and we were treated to the blossoming of lights along the shore. Very shortly we were 

able to only see the very tallest buildings. At that point it was time for us to get on down to the main dining room for our dinner. 

Dinner that first evening was casual. Most of the diners wore what they had come aboard in. As this was our first night at sea, we 

were introduced to the waiter and bus-boy that were to be our servers for the rest of the cruise. After a delicious, well served meal, 

we repaired to the theater for the Welcome Aboard show, presented by the RCCL ensemble singers and dancers, and our Cruise 

Director. This first show presented a sampling of the shows to come. Besides the ensemble there were jugglers and comics (one of 

 
Jerry does the drill 

 

 
The Atrium on the Brilliance Of The Seas 
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whom was noted comedian Marty Allen). After the show we stopped in at one of the many lounges aboard ship for dancing and 

cocktails. The dancing was free, but the drinks were extra. 

Although we were up pretty late the previous evening, we arose early in order to get the most out of our Day At Sea (and also so 

as not to miss breakfast!). Having a day at sea as the first day of this itinerary is a really good idea, because it gives one a leisurely 

chance to cover the ship from end to end, and to discover the many amenities aboard. Now, while I resisted the urge to attack the 

rock climbing wall, it was fun to watch the less risk-averse passengers attacking it with gusto. The miniature golf and ping-pong 

were more my speed, but my best activity was lounging on the pool deck and enjoying an ice cream cone, while watching the 

passing parade.  

One highlight of the first day was the Captainôs Welcome-Aboard Party (Free drinks and snackies). That nightôs dinner was the 

first of two formal evenings scheduled. Of course, now-a-days, Tuxedos aboard ship are few and far between, and a business suit 

is suitable dress for the formal nights. However, most of the ladies chose to dress up to the nines! If youôve got it, flaunt it! After 

dinner we enjoyed a very professional musical presentation, and then spent a little time in the casino before scouting up a midnight 

snack. Since there was a 24-hour snack bar on the main deck, we never had to look far. 

Now, since Commander Chalmers and your editor, Dennis Stein, have decreed that I stretch this saga over three or more issues of 

The EVAnsign, Iôll call it quits here. Next month weôll visit Costa Rica, and the Dole banana plantation, and also the island of 

Aruba. Itôs only fair to warn you, however, that Iôll be saving the Panama Canal for last! See you next month. 

Jerry 

 

 

 

 
Slide on the Kidôs Deck 

 

 
Minature Golf aboard ship 

 

 
The Rock Climbing Wall 

 

 
Pool Deck 
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News From our Education 

Department 
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BUS. 847/441-6280 

RES. 847/433-0375 

 

Leonard H. Franks, CPCU 
         President 

 
LEONARD H. FRANKS, CPCU & ASSOCIATES, INC.  

INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES  

 

1845 OAK ST., SUITE 5 

NORTHFIELD, ILLINOIS 60093  FAX 847/441-5871 

 

Member: NASD/SPC 
LEONARD H. FRANKS, CPCU & ASSOCIATES INC. IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH 

TOWER SQUARE SECURITIES INC.  

 The EvaNSIGN recommends the following services provided by our friends and sponsors: 
 

Commanders Message Continued from page 2 
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